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Abstract

Accessibility of information and communication technologies and systems for people with
disabilities

The issue of persons with disabilities gained attention in Libya through its direct contribution to
the United Nations declaration, through its General Assembly, that 1981 was the International
Year of Disabled Persons. Law No. 5 of 1987 concerning persons with disabilities was also
issued, recognizing certain privileges and benefits for them. On December 13, 2006, the General
Assembly adopted the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional
Protocol, which entered into force on May 3, 2008. Among the stated objectives of this
Convention is ensuring that persons with disabilities enjoy all human rights on an equal basis
with others, whether in law, rights, or practice. This includes their right to access information and
communication technologies and systems, as explicitly stated in Article 9 on accessibility, which
states in its preamble: "1. To enable persons with disabilities to live independently and
participate fully in all aspects of life, States Parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure that
persons with disabilities have access, on an equal basis with others, to the surrounding
environment [..] and to information and communications, including information and
communication technologies and systems."

Key words: People with disabilities, accessibility, the right to access information technology
and its systems.
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