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Abstract: Characters in the fictional narrative are shaped by social and cultural attributes that
affect their characteristics and behavior and the role that the writer has depicted for them in the
context of their time and space. They are considered representations of the societal characters in
the real world, where experiences, relationships, and changes that affect their formation of their
own identity are highlighted through the events of the story. Fictional narrative in international,
Arab and Libyan literature often deals with examples of societal personalities who are going
through a stage of confusion in the perception of their identity due to events that ravaged their
society and resulted in social and cultural transformations, affecting their behavior and lifestyles.
The aim of this paper is to explore how Libyan writers approaches the Libyan character in
periods of time that reflect historical events that led to social, cultural, political, and economic
transformations. Among these writers are Sadeq Al Naihoum (1937-1994), who, in his stories,
portrays and criticizes the Libyan personality in the fifties and sixties in a distinctive satirical
style that reflects the transformations occurring in the society at the beginning of the formation
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of the state and the establishment of an all-Libyan identity. Another writer is Azza Maghur
(1964), who focuses in her short stories on portraying the Libyan societal characters in general,
and their suffering in the course of their history. Her stories cover the period from the sixties to
the present, when the winds of severe environmental and social changes blew into the Libyan
society and caused the disturbance in the psychological and social formation of the Libyan
identity. This paper is concerned with analyzing and discussing some selected stories from the
writings of Al Naihoum and Maghur and their impact on preserving societal memory as a
tributary to frame the unifying Libyan identity.

Keywords: community character, fictional narrative, societal identity, Sadeq Al Naihoum, Azza
Maghur.
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